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What Jocasta tells Oedfpus toward the end of Sophocles®s Oed®pus the KIhge ®In
dreams ... many a man has lath wfth hs own mothery® applifed to hfm whfle growing
up ™ Cornthg ™ dreams he lay with the woman he belfeved to be hts mothery Me-
ropee Whether she appeared th them th her figure th wak®ng feq or th a dffferent
figure but with her recogn®zable volceq or with a dffferent figure and volce but whth
her character'stlc manner of laughthg or plcktng up an obJect, etces As a result of
h?s sexual des're for Meropeq he felty more or less unconsclously, that hls father,
K'ng Polybus of Corlnthe was a rlval, One day, following one parttcularly vivid sexual
dream th whch Merope figured prominently, heq feellng distraught and gulity, got
drunk at a dfnhnery and whtle th that state w'th other drunken people one of them
sald to h’m that he was actually a bastards While part of him felt ?hdfgnant and
fhsulteds another part wished Tt to be the case} When he told hs parents about th's
thctdenty they were dfsmayed to hear such a clam and dented Mty Not fully convin-
ced by ther responseq he soon went to check with the oracle of Delph's
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There he was not glven a clear answer as to whether they were h's blologtcal pa-
rentsgthstead, ®[Phoebus] foretold other and desperate horrors to befall meq that |
was fated to Ife wth my mother [Oedpus felt at that potnt that the god Apollo could
read h's fantastes, desfres, and thoughts] and show to dayl’ght an accursed breed
/ which men would not endureq and | was doomed / to be murderer of the father
that begot me® Glven that he had actually dreamt and fantastzed about h's mo-
thery Merope, ™ a sexual manner, ande consequently, felt rivalry toward h's father,
Polybus, he gave credence to the oracle and felt trepdatton that such a predfcton
would be actualtzed by hfm sthce %t gave volce to hls not-so-unconsctous destres,
and so he left the ctty of Corlnth tn a hurrye Even though according to the oracle he
was bound to sleep w'th hs mother, there wasy unbeknownst to hmg a cho'ce for
Oedfpus as to whlch one of h's two mothersq the symbolfc oneq Merope, or the bfo-
logTcal oneq Jocastag he would have sexual Intercourse withe On h's way hto exte,
he reached a crossroads where he was attacked by a band of men who attempted
to subdue hm apparently over a rlght of way confilct, but actually so that the'r
leadery an elderly mang could rape h!m (unbeknownst to Oedfpus, the elderly man,
Latuse kTng of Thebesq had years earlfer abducted and raped Chrystppus, also the
son of a kthge Pelops—would Latus have glven ground on h's desfre to have sexual
fntercourse wtth the young man at the crossroads had he known he was h's own
songe Oedpus)e
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Oed®pus successfully defended htmself against the men attempting to subdue htm,
KNled all of them but oneq who managed to escapeq and then kllled the'r leader,
Shortly afterg he encountered the Sphtnx and vanqulshed t, In a gesture of gratttu-
de for free’ng them from the Sphinxe Wwho had brought the plague on the'r ctty, the
Thebans offered hm thelr queen dowager, Jocastag as a Wife, Oed®pus ylelded to
the Thebans® gesture of gratftude and marrfed Jocastag notwtthstand'ng that he
dld not des're her sexuallyy so as to make Tt far more dffficult for htm to head back
to CorInth and kMl KIng Polybus T order to marry and have sexual ntercourse with
Meropeq the woman he belfeved to be h's mother and whom he destred thtensely
(hdeeds When years later he was told that the man he belfeved to be his father,
K'hg Polybus of Cornthe dfed of old age, whlch seemed to disprove the oracleq he
conttnued to be anxfous about the actualfzatlon of the oracle®s second parte name-
ly that he would end up having sexual htercourse wth [the woman he belfeved to
be] hs mother, ths Implytng that he stlll at some level felt an thtense sexual attrac-
thon to Merope)g and, unconsclously, as a way to take revenge on her for acqules-
cng to hls blologcal father®s scheme to have htm k¥lled while stlil an Ihfant,
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When Jocasta figured T hls dreams, she had the volce of Merope or the manner's-
ms of Merope or the smile of Merope or the character?stlc gesture of bldding fare-
well of Merope,q etce Whenever he had sexual Intercourse wtth Jocastag Includihg
the four thstances that led to her glvihg b'rth to a chlidg Oedfpus fantastzed that

he was having sexual Intercourse w'th Merope  order to be aroused and have an
orgasme Wheng through the tvest?gatone t becomes clear and publfc knowledge
that Oed®pus, the father of four of her chlldreng s her song Jocasta rushes to her
quarters and hangs herself, Oedpus follows her at a delay, finds her dead from
suffocatlong cuts the dangi’ng noose, lays her body on the floory and tears off the



gold-chased brooches fastening her robe ostenstbly to bifnd htmself with them—
what he sees then renders how he felt foldthally about Jocasta®s body even while
she was stlll alfveg whenever he unfastened her dress ™ preparatton to have sexual
ntercourse with herg he felt repulston towards her bodys which struck hfm as cold,
even sort of deady and Tt was only by fantastz’ng about Merope that he could enga-
ge Tn sexual Intercourse wth Jocasta,
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How come Oedipus was so relentless In pursuing his investigation as to the identity
of the klller or Klllers of KIng Lalus even after Jocasta repeatedly Implored him to
des?st and desplte h's susplcton that Tt may reveal that he ¥s the slayer of Lalus and
lead to h's exMle from Thebes, the punshment he htmself declared for the culprit3
He was gulded by an obscure hope that he would be proven the murderer of Lalus
and consequently would be forced Into exfleq which would make %t far easter for
hfme Now that he learnt that Polybus had d%ed of old ageq to marry the woman he
conttnued to des're perversely, Meropeq and repeatedly engage n sexual Inter-
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course with herg But then Oedipus proves yet again anxious about giving himself
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up to Jjouissanceq giving ground once more on his desire§ Oedipus feels guilt not for
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killing Lalus and marrying and having sexual intercourse with Jocastae but because
he dld not consummate h's sexual des're for Meropeq a woman he belfeved to be
hs mothery for ®M the last analys?se what a subect really feels gullity about when
he manffests guflt at bottom always has to do w'th ... the extent to which he has
glven ground relatlve to hls destre®6
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If %t s true that the vast malortty of people Ydent?fy wPth Oedpus (on October 15,
1897, Freud wrote to Fifess that ®we can understand the rivet’ng power of Oedfpus
Rex.. The Greek legend sefzes on a compulsfon which everyone recogntzes becau-
se he feels Tts extstence within himself®7), Tt would not be because he slept wth
h?s blologlcal mother and klled h's bfolog®cal father, but because, Itke themq he did
not sleep w'th the woman who rafsed hfm and whom he desfred, Includthg sexually,



and d¥ not klll the man who ratsed hfm but toward whom he felt rlvalry apropos

of thelr common obfect of destreq the same womane How cruel that Oed®pus was
made to suffer horrtbly for having had repeated sexual Intercourse with h's bfolo-
g'lcal mother, Jocastag for ft Induced no Joutssance th h'm—0Oedtpus would have
expertenced Joutssance had he slept with the woman he belfeved to be hts mother
and destred thtensely, Merope, If there {s a lesson to be drawn from Oedfpus the
Knge Tt seems to be that one should not glve ground relatlve to one®s destreg glven
the exorbMant price he palde Oedpus might as well have slept wtth the woman who
ratsed h’m and whom he belfeved to be h's mother and destred, thcluding sexually,
andy so he would not functon as an obstacle to h's Joulssanceq kllled the man he
belfeved to be hls father—thdeed Tt may very well be that he pald th's exorbftant
price for givihg ground on hs des're,
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®\When | ths'st to one of my patlents on the frequency of Oedlpus dreamse In which the dreamer has sexu-

al Intercourse with hls own mothery he often replifesg ®l have no recollectlon of having had any such dreamg?
ImmedTately afterwardss however, a memory will emerge of some other hconsplcuous and thd®fferent dream,
which the patlent has dreamt repeatedly, Analys?s then shows that th's s tn fact a dream wtth the same
content—once more an Oedlpus dreams | can say wtth certalnly that dfsgufsed dreams of sexual thtercourse
wtth the dreamer®s mother are many tfmes more frequent than stralghtforward ones® (S\gmund Freud, The
Interpretatfon of Dreams, translated from the German and edfted by James Strachey [New Yorkg Bastc Books,
2010]q 408)s
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OedTpuse Who had ostens®bly answered, ®Mang® as the solutfon to the rddle of the tripartfte Sphthxe proved
himself agan human, all too human by (unconsclously) taking revenge on those who trfed to have hfm Kfiledq hfs
blolog®cal parents (NTetzscheg ®A Ittle revenge s more human than no revenge at all*® [*Of the Adder®s Blte®
Thus Spoke Zarathustra])y kflifng h's father and leading hfs mother to commt suclde on becomtng aware of her
dsgraceful sttuatlon of having had four chfidren with her own son,
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Jacques Lacang The Ethlcs of Psychoanalys?s, 1959-19608 The Sem®har of Jacques Lacang Book Ve edfted by
Jacques-Alath Mllery translated with notes by Denn's Porter (Londong Routledge, 2008)s 392, Elsewhere T the
same sem?nar, Lacan asserted$ ®A form of ethcal Judgment s posstble, of a kTnd that gives th's questfon the
force of a Last Judgmentg Have you acted I conformfty with the destre that Ts Th youg® (ToTdes 386)s
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Jo Laplanche and Jo-Be Pontallse The Language of Psycho-Analys's, translated by Donald Nfcholson-Smfthe with
an ttroductlon by Danfel Lagache (New Yorkg We W, Nortong 1974) 283,
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